Homicide in the South: Higher Rates Among Whites and Fewer Racial Disparities.
Describe southern US homicide rates in whites and blacks between 1999 and 2015. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Multiple Cause of Death Files provided mortality rates and 95% confidence intervals (CIs) for non-Hispanic whites (NHW) as well as non-Hispanic blacks and African Americans (NHB). Overall, age-adjusted (1 to ≥85 years) homicide was significantly higher in the South (7.6/100,000, 95% CI 7.6-7.7) than the rest of the United States (4.9/100,000, 95% CI 4.8-4.9) even though the southern rate among NHB (18.7/100,000, 95% CI 18.5-18.8) was lower than the rest of the United States (23.3/100,000, 95% CI 23.1-23.5). The overall southern NHB:NHW mortality rate ratio was 5.1 and 10.6 in the rest of the nation. Homicide rates among NHW men were higher in the South than in each of the other US Census areas, whereas corresponding rates among NHB men were lower. For both men and women the NHB:NHW mortality rate ratio was lower in the South than in any other region. In addition, homicide rates among NHB women in the South were equal to or lower than corresponding rates in the West and Midwest. Finally, higher rates for NHW in metropolitan areas led to overall higher NHW mortality rates and relatively low NHB:NHW rates. Southern NHW had a higher percentage of firearms-related homicides (58.4%) than the corresponding percentage in the rest of the United States (49.8%; P < 0.001). Southern NHB used firearms for 78.8% of homicides compared with 83.9% in the rest of the United States (P < 0.001). The overall high homicide rates in the southern United States were attributable to relatively higher NHW rates than those found in the rest of the country. Further research targeting the role of firearms as well as cultural and other issues could further the understanding of the interrelations of homicide with complex regional and cultural factors.